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Report Highlights: 

On February 22, 2024, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying, issued Office Memorandum File No. L-110109(3)/1/2016-Trade (E-

2625) outlining the parameters for premium frozen duck meat for import into India. On March 6, 2024, 

the Ministry of Commerce and of Industry/Department of Commerce - Directorate General of Foreign 

Trade, authorized imports of premium frozen duck meat for into India under the harmonized tariff 

system (HS) codes 0207.4200 and 0207.4500. Concurrently, on March 6, 2024, the Ministry of 

Finance/Department of Revenue notified the lowering of import duties for premium frozen duck meat 

and the governing conditions for imports via the Notification No. 13/2024-Customs. Exports of U.S.-

origin premium frozen duck meat to India are foreseen to accelerate in the short-to-mid-term. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from multiple 

Government of India sources, including the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying/Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying located at https://dahd.nic.in/; Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry/Department of Commerce – Directorate General Foreign Trade 

located at https://www.dgft.gov.in/; and the Ministry of Finance/Department of Revenue - 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs located at https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in. The 

Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New 

Delhi, USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The 

Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is 

subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product 

entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian 

host sites will geo-block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On February 22, 2024, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 

(MOFAHD)/Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) issued Office 

Memorandum File No. L-110109(3)/1/2016-Trade (E-2625), pursuant to the Mutually Agreed 

Solution (MAS) in DS430 (India - Agricultural Products) as per the recommendations of the 

(India) Department of Commerce, pertaining to the requirements, standards, and designation of 

premium frozen duck meat for import (see, Appendix I).  

 

Subsequently on March 6, 2024, the Ministry of Commerce and of Industry (MOCI)/Department 

of Commerce (DOC) - Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) issued Notification No. 

66/2023, which revises the import policy conditions on premium frozen duck meat and edible 

offal, harmonized tariff system (HS) codes 0207.4200 and 0207.4500, improving export 

possibilities for U.S.-origin duck and duck products (see, Appendix II).  

 

Concurrently, on March 6, the Ministry of Finance (MOF)/Department of Revenue (DOR) issued 

Notification No. 13/2024-Customs in the Gazette of India (official gazette) (see, Appendix III). 

This notification facilitates the import of premium frozen duck meat, helping to lower India’s 

import duties levied on premium frozen duck meat and edible offal, harmonized tariff system 

(HS) codes 0207.4200 and 0207.4500 from 30 percent to 5 percent. U.S.-origin exports to India 

of premium frozen duck meat and edible offal (USDA Grade A) are consequently anticipated to 

increase.1  

 

                                                           
1 What makes poultry products qualify for Grade A depends on the absence of “defects,” such as the presence of 

feathers or bruising and discoloration. As poultry is graded, it either meets Grade A criteria for quality or it is 

downgraded to lesser grades (B&C) depending on the number of defects. U.S. grades are based on nationally 

uniform standards of quality developed by the Standardization Branch. These standards promote uniformity and 

assurance of product quality on a continuous basis regardless of supplier. The official USDA grade shield indicates 

the product’s quality level. USDA poultry grading is a voluntary service paid for by poultry producers. As an 

independent third party, USDA is recognized for assuring that poultry meet the U.S. grade standards. See, 

USDA/Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Poultry Grading Shields at https://www.ams.usda.gov/grades-

standards/poultry/grade-

shields#:~:text=What%20makes%20poultry%20products%20qualify,on%20the%20number%20of%20defects.  

https://dahd.nic.in/
https://www.dgft.gov.in/
https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/grades-standards/poultry/grade-shields#:~:text=What%20makes%20poultry%20products%20qualify,on%20the%20number%20of%20defects
https://www.ams.usda.gov/grades-standards/poultry/grade-shields#:~:text=What%20makes%20poultry%20products%20qualify,on%20the%20number%20of%20defects
https://www.ams.usda.gov/grades-standards/poultry/grade-shields#:~:text=What%20makes%20poultry%20products%20qualify,on%20the%20number%20of%20defects
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Background 

 

The Indian government’s DAHD Office Memorandum File No. L-110109(3)/1/2016-Trade 

(E-2625), the DGFT’s Notification No. 66/2023, and the DOR’s Notification No. 13/2024-

Customs, are instrumental regulatory measures implemented that facilitate India’s imports of the 

U.S.-origin premium frozen duck meat and edible offal (USDA Grade A).    

 

Impact on Trade. So, What Does it Mean? 

 

India’s implementation of the tariff reduction (effective March 6, 2024) is an outcome of the 

successful G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Summit (September 9-10, 2023) side meetings. Post’s close 

coordination with the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) in the lead up to, and following, the 

G20 meetings facilitated the tariff reduction on premium frozen duck meat and edible offal from 

30 percent to 5 percent.         

 

This tariff reduction includes an amendment in India’s import policy which allows U.S.-origin 

premium frozen duck to supply three-star hotels and above, as well as restaurants that are on 

India’s hotel requisition list and that are appropriately licensed. With the lowered duty and the 

amendment in the import policy, India’s imports of U.S.-origin frozen duck meat are estimated 

to increase by 80 percent this year (i.e., relative to 2021).  

 

Table 1 India, Anticipated U.S. Export Volume Growth, Notification No. 13/2024-Customs 

HS Code Product Description 2023 2024 2025 2026 

0207.4200 Ducks (meat), not cut in pieces, frozen. --- 20 MT (1) 36 MT 65 MT 

0207.4500 
Duck, cuts, and edible offal (including 

liver) frozen. 
--- 10 MT (2) 18 MT 33 MT 

Note: 

(1) For imports of duck meat, 2024’s volume of 20 MT represents an 80 percent increase relative to 2021, the 

highest year on record of imports from the United States based on GATS data. 

(2) For imports of duck cuts and edible offal, 2024’s volume of 10 MT represents an 80 percent increase relative 

2020, the highest year on record of imports from the United States based on GATS data. 

Source: Trade Data Monitor (TDM), GATS, FAS New office research.  
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Notification Details 

 

Notification: Office Memorandum File No. L-110109(3)/1/2016-Trade (E-2625) 

Publication Date: February 22, 2024 

Date of Implementation: Notified on the DAHD website as of February 22, 2024. 

Products Affected: Ducks (meat), not cut in pieces, frozen; duck, cuts, and edible offal 

(including liver) frozen. 

Agency: Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/ Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying.  

 

The full text of the DAHD Office Memorandum File No. L-110109(3)/1/2016-Trade (E-2625) 

is accessible on the DAHD website located at: 

 

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM22February2024CertifyingAuthorityAndPro

ductDesignation.pdf 

 

Notification: Notification No. 66/2023 

Publication Date: February 19, 2024 

Date of Implementation: February 20, 2024 (Publication in the Gazette of India). 

Products Affected: Ducks (meat), not cut in pieces, frozen; duck, cuts, and edible offal 

(including liver) frozen. 

Agency: Ministry of Commerce and of Industry/Department of Commerce - Directorate General 

of Foreign Trade.  

 

The full text of the DGFT Notification No. 66/2023 is accessible on the DGFT website located 

at: 

 

https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/13372e60-1431-409c-9a95-

1aa789fa04e5/Noti66.pdf 

 

Notification: No. 13/2024-Customs 

Publication Date: March 6, 2024 

Date of Implementation: Effective as of March 7, 2024. 

Products Affected: Ducks (meat), not cut in pieces, frozen; duck, cuts, and edible offal 

(including liver) frozen. 

Agency: India Ministry of Finance/Department of Revenue. 

 

The full text of the DOR Notification No. 10/2024-Customs is accessible on the DOR/Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) website located at: 

 

https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/view-pdf/1010024/ENG/Notifications 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM22February2024CertifyingAuthorityAndProductDesignation.pdf
https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM22February2024CertifyingAuthorityAndProductDesignation.pdf
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/13372e60-1431-409c-9a95-1aa789fa04e5/Noti66.pdf
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/13372e60-1431-409c-9a95-1aa789fa04e5/Noti66.pdf
https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/view-pdf/1010024/ENG/Notifications
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APPENDIX I: MOFAHD/DAHD - OFFICE MEMORANDUM FILE NO. L-

110109(3)/1/2016-TRADE (E-2625) WITH ANNEX 
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APPENDIX II: MOCI/DOC/DGFT - NOTIFICATION NO. 66/2023 
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APPENDIX III: MOF/DOR - NOTIFICATION NO. 13/2024-CUSTOMS 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


